
invites you  
to our Summer 
2021 season
Water

 n b,jvhgm MJG

invites you  
to our Summer 
2021 season
Water



Lancaster Arts is very excited to 
announce our Summer Season of live 
and online shows at long last! This is 
our first season on Water, this year’s 
theme. We have programmed a season 
that enables you to get involved in 
many different ways, whether this 
is taking part in imaginative online 
experiences in the comfort of your 
home or seeing live shows with 
post-show conversations – all give us 
the chance to get together again to 
experience amazing theatre, dance, 
concerts, audio installations around 
Lancaster and our summer exhibition 
in the Peter Scott Gallery. Please see our 
precautions on our Good to Go page on 
our website.

Alongside our ticketed programme 
of concerts, dance, theatre, Lancaster 
Arts brings two audio works to enjoy 
outside; Waterborne Waterborne with French & 
Mottershead as part of their renowned 
Afterlife series. Fabiola Santana, who 
many of you may remember from her 
remarkable commission at the Cottage 
Museum in 2021 is recreating this 
work with  A Walk for GriefA Walk for Grief  which will 
become a permanent installation in 
the city. Both can be downloaded on 
your smartphone to enable a personal 
and safe experience and are free of 
charge. We encourage you to Pay What 
You Decide after your experience 
which will enable us to continue to 
offer remarkable opportunities such as 
these. 

It is fantastic to be able to offer a public 
programme again and look forward to 
seeing you join us.

Jocelyn Cunningham and the Lancaster 
Arts team

Danielle Ash, Assistant Curator 
Alice Booth, Creative Producer
Louise Cross, Creative Producer
Jocelyn Cunningham, Director
Peter Davies, Creative Administrator
Philip Dunn, Front of House Coordinator
Serena Mansfield, Operations and 
Planning Manager
Jennifer McMillan, Interim Marketing 
Officer
Richard Smith, Curator
Konrad Watson, Production Manager
Jamie Wooldridge, Marketing Manager

Hello everyone,
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Lancaster Arts is delighted to open our season on 
Water with Swimming Home, Silvia Mercuriali’s 
unique online aural show featuring you as the 
swimmer!

Swimming Home brings a fully immersive theatre 
experience into your home, transforming your 
bathroom into a filmic water-world. Standing in your 
bathroom, wearing a swimming costume, goggles 
and some headphones, you are led through a journey 
of rediscovery of your relationship with water as you 
prepare to enter your bath (or shower). As lockdown 
starts to ease, this is a wonderful opportunity to relax, 
enter an imaginative world and recall the whole 
experience of swimming.

“Being encouraged to stop, to listen and to observe 
made me realise how little I’ve switched off lately.”

    The Stage

Silvia Mercuriali has been working in theatre creating 
site-specific installations, experimental theatre shows 
and immersive performances. She has presented work 
across the UK and internationally. 

Mon  26 April: 
6pm,8.30pm
Tues 27 April: 7pm
Weds 28 April: 
3pm,8.30pm
Thurs 29 April: 7pm
Fri 30 April: 6pm & 
8.30pm
Sat 1 May: 
10.30am,3pm,8pm
Sun 2 May: 
10.30am,3pm,8pm
Mon 3 May: 10.30am, 
3pm, 8pm
Tues 4 May: 7pm
Weds 5 May: 3pm,8.30pm
Thurs 6 May: 
6pm,8.30pm

Price: £10 
Duration: 35mins

Silvia Mercuriali: Swimming Home
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7.00pm
Friday 7 May to Sunday 
16 May
Price: £10
Duration: 90mins

Protein: May Contain Food

Do you miss eating at restaurants and going to the 
theatre? Lancaster Arts and Luca Silvestrini’s Protein 
invite you to ready your table with a specially conceived 
tasting menu and immerse yourself in May Contain 
Food.

Introduced by choreographer Luca Silvestrini and 
composer Orlando Gough, May Contain Food is 
Protein’s popular and witty piece of dance and 
music theatre inspired by social occasions and life at 
mealtimes. When you book you’ll be sent a recipe card 
to create your own tasting menu for this immersive 
dance show. Some courses feature simple ingredients, 
whilst adventurous audiences seeking a full sensory 
experience can have a go at Gough’s own recipe. Sit 
back, follow the performers and relish in the food, just 
like the audience in the recording, as you explore your 
relationship with eating for a very unique ‘night in.’ 

“Lip-smacking fusion of song, dance, mime and sweet 
aperitif tomatoes.”

    The Guardian 
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Welcome to Petrichor. Thousands applied and you 
have been selected. This is a new beginning, a clean 
slate, a second chance. You are an important part of this 
machine and that’s all you need to think about. 

Combining live-action theatre and animation, Petrichor 
is a brand new, one-of-a-kind immersive Theatre in VR 
experience exploring the hopes and fears of our current 
and future existence.

Lancaster Arts is proud to present Petrichor for the 
digitally curious: a Matchbox production by ThickSkin, 
created by Jonnie Riordan, Jess Williams & Ben Walden 
and in partnership with The Dukes.

“The University Library is delighted to welcome Petrichor 
as the first event in its newly opened extension. This 
immersive performance blurs the boundaries between 
virtual and physical worlds and is a fantastic introduction 
to our vision for what the Library will offer in the future.”
Phil Cheeseman, Assistant Director: Academic Services

3.40pm
6.00pm
7.20pm 
Thursday  20 May
Price: £5 - £10
Duration: 35mins
Location: Lancaster 
University Library

ThickSkin: Petrichor  (VR)
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7.30pm
Thursday 27 May
Price: £15
Duration: 70mins
Location: Moor Space

Rebecca Atkinson-Lord: The Class Project 

This is a show about belonging. About where you 
belong because you were born there; the places that 
are in your blood but also the places you adopt; that 
you pretend are your home and the places you change 
yourself to try and belong in.

It’s about class mobility. It’s about education and 
‘making good’ for yourself. And maybe about how that 
can leave you exiled from the place you started. With 
nowhere to quite belong.

It’s about always being an imposter and trying to 
remember how to speak in your own voice.

“A thoughtful and moving piece about social mobility, 
class warfare… and what happens when you lose your 
real voice.”
Lyn Gardner (Guardian)

The Class Project is a Theatre in the Mill commission.
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Avital Raz: My Jerusalem

This is a very personal story, full of soul and conflict 
about a homeland. A solo performance derived from a 
heart-stopping song, Avital Raz explores the politics of 
division.

My Jerusalem was written 2 years before the current 
conflict but this show feels very timely. Avital’s personal 
exploration of what it means to be an Israeli and Jewish 
woman is moving, insightful and full of surprising 
humour.

“I grew up in Jerusalem, a city that always felt strange to 
me. A culture that felt somewhat manufactured. I haven’t 
been back to visit in 2.5 years (the longest I’ve ever been 
away) I dream of it a lot though…”

This remarkable human story is not to be missed. 

My Jerusalem was conceived during a Lancaster Arts 
residency in 2018 and developed as a WorksAhead 
commission with  hÅb//STUN + Contact in 2019.

“My Jerusalem is nothing short of astonishing.”
Exposed Magazine

7.30pm 
Friday 28 May 
Price: £15
Duration: 55mins
Location: Moor Space
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Oboist Michal Rogalski and pianist Petr Limonov 
engage in an artistic dialogue that explores the diverse 
worlds of Debussy, Schumann, Rachmaninov and 
Britten in a water-themed recital.

At a time when many of us have been reflecting on our 
lives and on meaning within them, these composers’ 
meditations on water, the element most essential to life 
are timely and refreshing. This recital will be perfect for 
the intimate setting of Lancaster Priory.

“Petr Limonov is one of the finest pianists and 
musicians I have had the honour of playing with and 
hearing. His profound sensitivity is extremely rare, his 
musical intelligence is of the highest degree and his 
pianistic power is formidable. Petr is one of the most 
enlightened musical souls I have come across.”
Nicola Benedetti

7.30pm
Saturday 5 June
Price: £11 to £22
Duration: 60mins
Location: Lancaster Priory

Limonov & Rogalski: Water, Myths and Change
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12pm to 4pm
Wednesday 9 June to 
Friday 9 July
Price: FREE
Location: The Peter Scott 
Gallery

Please book your chosen 
day and hour slot on our 
website 

Exhibition: New Perspectives

Lancaster Arts is really delighted to be opening the Peter 
Scott Gallery at long last!

We’re all finding our way back into the world following 
more than a year of distancing and lockdowns. Our 
surroundings are familiar but can feel very different. 
Do we want to return to everything we had before? 
Lancaster Arts is working with three artists to look at 
different perspectives on where we are now. Garth 
Gratrix, Julia Heslop, and Gavin Renshaw are making new 
work and proposing how we can connect with the local 
landscape and community surrounding Lancaster Arts 
on the Lancaster University campus.

We want to fall in love with our place again, which means 
getting to know it all over again through the new and 
changed perspectives left by the pandemic. We invite 
you to reconnect with your sense of place beside us.

New Perspectives has work by all three artists on display 
in the Peter Scott Gallery so you can find out more about 
their practices and what they are doing on the Lancaster 
University campus.
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What happens when we reach the end of life? Listen 
to an intimate and poetic story of afterlife as you look 
out over water. Hear the process of transformation as 
your body is transported by currents and tides, as it is 
borne from a canal, through a widening river and out 
to sea.  

Lancaster Arts is delighted to welcome back  French 
& Mottershead to present Waterborne from their 
internationally acclaimed Afterlife series. Afterlife 
transports the listener to places none of us can 
ever fully know, connecting us with stories of what 
happens to our body after death. The influence of 
different environments on the body are experienced 
in a lyrical and vivid way throughout the series – 
Waterborne follows a body’s journey in water. 

“It’s an experience that mixes the putrid and the 
poetic, and manages, by bringing the participant face 
to face with death, to be wonderfully life-affirming.”
ABC (Australia) 

You will be sent a code when Waterborne is live to 
access the work.

Wednesday 14 June to 
Tuesday 27 June 
Price: FREE
Duration: 25mins

Aftercare Event
2.00pm
Tuesday 27 June
Price: FREE 
Location: Lake Carter at 
Lancaster University 

You are warmly invited 
to join us for an aftercare 
event with artist Andrew 
Mottershead to share your 
experience of Waterborne 
and thoughts on death 
and the natural processes 
of life beyond death.  To 
register please email :
producers@lancasterarts.
org.

French & Mottershead: Waterborne
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Saturday 26  June to 
Thursday 31st July
Price: FREE
Duration: 60mins

The walk will be available 
via the GoJauntly App 
from 26 June 2021.  You 
can download the app 
through our website.

A Walk for Grief: 
A Permanent Sound Walk for Lancaster

A Walk for Grief is a sensitive and reflective outdoor 
artwork that connects with the grief that many of us are 
experiencing at this time. Wearing headphones, you’ll 
be guided through the streets of Lancaster. As you go 
you will experience a gentle conversation with local 
women, from different backgrounds, on loss, grief and 
tenderness.

This immersive audio walk is part of arts project A Home 
For Grief and is made to support people who are grieving 
for others. 

Lancaster Arts commissioned A Home for Grief in 2018. 
We have continued to work closely with Fabiola and are 
delighted her work can now have a permanent presence 
in the streets of Lancaster through this new Sound Walk.

Created: Fabiola Santana & WilL Dickie
Performed: Fabiola Santana
Dramaturgy & Sound design: WilL Dickie
Design: Hanna Tuulikki
Images: Darren Andrews
Commissioned by Lancaster Arts in association with 
Unity Theatre and Contact
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Lancaster Arts is honoured and delighted to be able to 
bring back the renowned Brodsky Quartet, last heard in 
the Great Hall in 2017. 

This programme runs from the brand new – never before 
heard – to perhaps the most famous quartet in the 
repertoire. The central theme is death. Bach is said to have 
written his Six Solos for Violin after the unexpected death 
of his wife. Paul Cassidy’s arrangements of the 3 Sonatas 
were borne out of lockdown and are, to his knowledge, 
unique.  

Britten wrote his extraordinary Third Quartet on his 
deathbed. Composer Colin Matthews had to actually write 
down parts of the last movement (in which he quotes 
extensively from ‘Death in Venice’) for him, such was his 
failing health. 

“The Brodsky Quartet are the team for the new century.” 
Gramaphone

7.30pm 
Wednesday 30 June
Price: £11 to £25
Duration:  60mins
Location: The Great Hall

The Brodsky Quartet 
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We’re Good to Go!

Lancaster Arts is delighted to return to live 
programming. We want everyone to have 
a relaxed and inspirational visit in the sure 
knowledge that all safety precautions have 
been taken. Your safety and enjoyment is 
fundamental to our shared live experience. 

We have been awarded the Visit England 
‘Good to Go’ Covid certification and have 
implemented all relevant government 
guidelines to ensure our Covid-19 risk 
assessment is constantly kept up to date.

If you feel unwell please don’t attend.

If you have any questions please email us at 
boxoffice@lancasterarts.org

Thank you very much for your support and 
cooperation – we’re looking forward to 
welcoming you back!

Our key precautions:
We have reduced our seating capacity to enable 
households (including support bubbles) to sit 
together whilst remaining socially distanced 
from others.

To ensure social distancing, we’ve created a 
one way system for all visitors that will be well 
signposted.

There will be timed entries into the Great Hall 
for all concerts and for the exhibition in the 
Peter Scott Gallery.

All our spaces are very well ventilated and the 
gallery has brand new environmental controls.

All our staff will be wearing masks in our 
building and we will be asking you to do so as 
well. Please remember to bring one with you!

There are hand sanitiser dispensers in key 
locations for customers, artists and staff.

 There will be no physical tickets or printed 
programmes. Customers will not be required to 
print any etickets.

Our café/bar will not be open so we can ensure 
there are no spaces to gather or linger but you 
will be able to order drinks with your booking.

We’ll be carrying out additional cleaning, 
especially with high contact points.

All our staff and volunteers have undertaken 
Covid training to ensure the safety and well 
being of all.

We will not be issuing promotional print of any 
kind this season and our brochure is online 
only. Please help us by spreading the word!
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Lancaster Arts: where ideas, creativity and 
people connect.

Alongside our season, we are always 
supporting new work with artists for 
projects that take place around us, on the 
university campus, in the city, the region 
and much further afield. For Summer 
2021, this includes:

On BelongingOn Belonging is a commission that will 
take place in Lancaster with artist, Layla 
Khoo who will explore what it means to 
belong to a place, especially when this 
may be more than one place or heritage. 
Have a look at Layla’s blog, On Belonging,  
on our website, under Conversations.

BRIDGESBRIDGES is a new programe for us and an 
exciting opportunity for graduates of the 
Lancaster Institute for Contemporary Arts 
at Lancaster University.  BRIDGES offers 
professional experience and mentoring 
with us in distinct roles that can make 
a difference in the early part of a career. 
This year we will have Elspeth Dale as our 
BRIDGES Producer and Megan Bowyer as 
our BRIDGES Curator. We are very excited 
to have Elspeth and Megan join our team 
and look forward to their time with us. 

Lancaster Arts has also recently been 
awarded a grant from Historic England to 
lead on a cultural programme as part of 
the Lancaster High Streets Heritage Action 
Zone, called the ‘Mill Race: Flow of Change ‘Mill Race: Flow of Change’. ’. 
This will be of real benefit for all the arts 
and heritage communities of the city. 
This three year programme will deliver an 
exciting and dynamic cultural programme 
in a part of Lancaster that has a remarkable 
history but tends to be overlooked – more 
on this in our newsletters to come. If you 
would like to know more about this area of 
our work, please join our mailing list. 

There will be many, many opportunities to 

be involved and take part! Your support 
in so many different ways enables us to 
help artists develop their ideas and work 
with communities.

Thank you.
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