
Is There Anybody Out There? 

 

Is There Anybody Out There? Is for artists to try out an idea about 

connecting with other people. 

 

We are Lancaster Arts, we put on shows and work with artists. Usually we 

are based at Lancaster University. Because of Coronavirus, we have been 

forced to stop our shows and close our venue. The government advice is 

that you should stay at home as much as possible. But even in chaos, we 

hope to find a way to support artists.  

 

We will support 4 artists to try out an idea at home. 

 

This guide can help you think about your idea and how to apply. 

 

Is there Anybody Out There? is for artists who:  

• live in Lancashire. 

• are in the first 10 years of their career. The 10 years can split up over 

a longer time, in case you have had a break from being an artist. 

• work in any art form, for example: visual art, live art, music, dance, 

creative writing. 

• are interested in asking a question and creating work that might 

answer it 

• are preferably d/Deaf and/or disabled (visual disabilities, neuro-

divergence, etc.) and/or living with a long-term debilitating condition 

(such as M.S., fibromyalgia, etc.) 1   

 

Enforced social isolation is a particular experience, and it’s one that is 

often ignored. Long before Coronavirus, many of us lived with disabilities 

and long-term health conditions that isolate us from society, often for 

extended periods of time.  

 

 
1 According to the Equality Act 2010, disabilities are defined as having: “a physical or mental impairment that has a 
‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on your ability to do normal daily activities.” This includes progressive 
condition (conditions that worsen over time). We are happy to make reasonable adjustments as required to ensure 
your project can be made if you are selected.  



Although this call to artists is inclusive of everyone regardless of age, 

gender, sexual identity and orientation, nationality, and class, we hope 

to amplify the experiences and art of artists who have experienced this 

isolation due to their disabilities and long-standing health conditions, not 

just Coronavirus.  

 

What is it all about? 

At the moment life can be scary and confusing. We can’t rely on the things 

we usually enjoy, or see the people we want to see. The aim with Is There 

Anybody Out There? is to support 4 artists to try out an idea that connects 

people. It does not need to be digital. It can be quiet or loud, it can be small 

or big. It can be an experiment, and if it goes wrong that is ok.  

 

These are some things we are thinking about while we cannot leave 

our homes very often: 

• Do we feel differently about where we live? 

• How can we care for our neighbours? 

• How can we care for strangers? 

• Will artists have to change what they do? 

 

We are excited to find out what questions you have been thinking about. 

 

What you will receive 

• £500 

• A plan to help with your idea 

• Guidance and support about your idea and question 

 

What we need 

A way to show your idea on our website so we can share it and help you 

connect. 

This could be: 

• A Blog about what you did 

• A Video about what you did 

• Photos of what you did 

• Drawings of what you did 

 



We want everyone to be able to take part. 

If you have access needs we will do our best to make changes so that you 

can take part. This could include: 

 

• How we communicate, by email, phone or video call 

• Contacting services local to you for support with your project 

• Help to plan and carry out your work 

• Help with research 

 

How to make it happen 

Your idea must: 

• Be about connecting with other people 

• Be possible to make with £500 

• Be possible to do in 4 to 6 weeks 

 

You must answer these questions: 

• What do you do as an artist? 

• Has Coronavirus changed life for you? 

• What are you interested in asking yourself that can be answered 

thorough your practice? 

• What is your idea for Is There Anybody Out There? 

• How will you spend the £500? 

 

You can use the application form or send a video. 

 

Key Dates 

Friday 5 June 2020 is the last day to send your application 

Friday 12 June 2020 we will let the applicants know if they have been 

successful 

June - August 2020 we will support the artists with their ideas 

 

Need help? 

To talk to the Associate Creative Producer email 

Lauren@Lancasterarts.org 

We are not at our office and so we do not have a phone number. 
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